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ANYONE CAN NEGOTIATE THEIR SALARY—THIS MEANS YOU! 

1) MAKE SURE THAT YOU DESERVE IT

2) PREPARE YOUR STRATEGY 

3) KNOW WHEN TO STRIKE

4) READ YOU BOSS 

5) AVOID STUPID MISTASKES

6) GO IN AND ASK FOR THE RAISE

It IS UP TO YOU TO MAKE THE FIRST MOVE—DOING IT RIGHT IS DEFINITELY AN ART.

1) MAKE SURE THT YOU DESERVE IT

· Be Confident

· Make a list of what you’ve done

· Fun the list by someone

2) PREPARE YOU STRATEGY

· Know the standards for your industry

· Figure out exactly what you want

· Predict you boss’s objections

3) KNOW WHEN TO STRIKE
· Timing is essential

· When you had stunning success

· Avoid catching your boss by surprise

4) READ YOUR BOSS
· Know you boss’s personality and business style

· Pick a time when you boss is in a good mood

5) AVOID STUPID MISTAKES
· Don’t say why you need the money.

· Don’t be unreasonable, immature or unprofessional

· Don’t demand to be paid as much as Susie Q who sits next to you.

· Don’t act entitled to a raise.

· Don’t threaten to leave if you don’t really want to.

6) GO IN AND ASK FOR THE RAISE
· Dress nice, take a shower, brush your teeth, and don’t look like a slob.

· Be prepared when the conversation doesn’t follow your script.

· Bring a copy of your accomplishments to hand to your boss.

· Let your boss bring up what the company has to offer first (that way, if it exceeds your expectations you have not shot yourself in the foot by going first).

· When it comes to negotiating, ask for more than you really want, but don’t ask for ridiculous amounts.  

Additional  Thoughts.

Above all, remain confident without being cocky.  Good luck and don’t forget, if your current company won’t see the light you are always free to take you talents elsewhere. 

The Fortune Magazine site has a Career Resource Center where you can take a quiz to see if you deserve a raise.  Be prepared to answer questions like” If you left the company, how easy or hard would it be to replace you?”

Ask Career Coach provides some tips on how to ask for a bigger paycheck.  
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